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IMMEDIATELY
NORD NAMED ASSISTANT GRID COACH; 
COPE, ROCHELEAU TO HANDLE CAGE CHORES
schwanke
3-5-68
sports regional
Ron Nord, head basketball coach at the University of Montana for the past 
six seasons, has applied for, and been appointed to, the position of assistant 
football coach at the Missoula school, Jack Swarthout, University athletic director 
and head football coach, announced Tuesday.
Swarthout, in announcing Nord's appointment, said, "Ron came to me shortly 
after Pinky Erickson resigned as assistant coach in January and expressed his strong 
interest in applying for the position. That was before there was any thought on my ' 
part of replacing him as basketball coach.
It has been apparent to me since I came here that Ron's first love is football, 
and he knows the game well. The other assistants and I agree that he is the best man 
for the job, and that he will be a tremendous asset to our football program."
Bob Cope, Nord's assistant for the last three seasons, has been appointed head 
basketball coach, effective immediately, and Lou Rocheleau, highly-regarded cage 
mentor at Missoula Sentinel High School since 19 5 1, will return to his alma mater, 
where he and Cope played college ball together, as assistant basketball coach, 
effective in the near future.
Nord, commenting on the changeover, said, "I've been looking for an opportunity 
to get back into football coaching for a long time. I'm happy to be able to work 
under such an outstanding coach and leader and with such a great staff."
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Nord vas an all-state and all-city halfback for Minneapolis South High School in 
Minnesota, and vent to the University of Wisconsin on a football scholarship after 
being recruited by the late Harry Stuhldreyer, one of the famed Four Horsemen of 
Notre Dame, vho vas head coach at Wisconsin at the time.
A knee injury kept him from varsity competition in the sport, but he lettered 
in baseball and basketball anyway.
Nord was backfield coach and chief scout at Beaver Dam and Oshkosh, Wis. High 
Schools for nine years, seven at the latter school. Both schools compete in a league 
that includes Green Bay high schools. The league has continually been considered one 
of the toughest prep football loops in the Northern Midvest.
While he vas assistant basketball coach at the University of Wisconsin, Nord 
also scouted and recruited for Badger football teams. He is a long-time friend of 
Green Bay Packer general manager Vince Lombardi, and annually attended Packer grid 
camps while he lived in the Green Bay area.
Cope’s Record Outstanding
Bob Cope brought an outstanding record as a head basketball coach to Missoula 
when he returned to his home town nearly four years ago.
In a coaching career that dates back to 19 5 1, Cope-led teams have von
games and lost 92. He started out as head mentor at Suffolk County Air Force Base 
on Long Island, N.Y.
After studying for his Master's Degree, which he received from the University 
of Montana in 1955, Cope returned to Long Island as head cage coach at Syosset High
School until 1957. He then moved to California, where he was head coach at Piedmont, 
Calif. High School until 1962.
Prom 1962 to 1964, he coached teams at Southwestern College in Chula Vista,
Calif., where Gary Meggelin and Dennis Biletnikoff, Grizzly eagers in recent years, 
played junior college ball.
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In the 196U-65 season, he was head coach at the Naval Training Center in San 
Diego, and then he was selected as head coach for the national All-Navy team competing 
in the world-wide Intra-Service Basketball Championships.
Cope’s athletic career has included sports other than basketball, although he 
is best known here for still holding several UM cage scoring records.
In 19^6, he was the national high school javelin champion while at Missoula 
County High School.
He was named to the Helm’s Athletic Foundation All-America basketball team in
1$A8, and played professional baseball in 1951 with the Billings Mustangs of the 
Pioneer League.
In 1961, he was named high school coach of the year by the Berkeley, Calif. 
Gazette for the Bay area. His Piedmont High School team of 1961-62 won the Northern 
California Acker Tournament championship, and three members of that team went on to 
play major college basketball.
His accomplishments in university brought about his selection as a member of 
Silent Sentinel, UM senior men’s honorary. He is a member of the UM Basketball Hall 
of Fame and the State of Montana Athletic Hall of Fame.
His wife, Renate, earned a Master’s Degree from Columbia University, and taught 
m  the health and physical education department of San Francisco State College when 
former Grizzly football coach Doug Fessenden was chairman of the department. Bob 
and Renate have one daughter, Edith.
First College Coaching Post for Rocheleau 
Lou Rocheleau will be stepping into college coaching for the first time as
Cope’s assistant, and he brings a high school coaching background that speaks for 
itself.
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As football, basketball and track coach at Beaverhead County High School in 
Dillon in 1950-51, Rocheleau guided each team to divisional championships.
He has been at Missoula County High School (now Sentinel) since then, working as 
head basketball and track coach and B squad football coach.
His basketball won-loss record at Missoula County is 312-78. He- has never coached 
a team that has had a losing season, and his teams have taken three state and nine 
conference or divisional championships. His finest seasons were the undefeated ones 
of 1962-63 and I963-6J+, when the Spartans were 22-0 and 27-0.
Since he began coaching the cage sport at Missoula County High, he has produced 
26 all-state players.
As head track coach through 1965, when he stepped out of that post, Rocheleau 
led his teams to 75 wins and 12 losses, seven Interscholastic titles, three second- 
place finishes at the state meet, and 1 1 divisional championships. He coached 11 
state record-holders.
As B squad football coach from 1951-1962, Rocheleau saw his teams win 69 and 
lose 12, with six undefeated seasons.
Rocheleau was named Montana high school basketball Coach of the Year in 1958,
1959, 1962 and 1963. The award was originated in 1958.
In 1958, he was also given the Sportsman of the Year Award by the Missoula 
Chamber of Commerce.
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